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SUSPENDED IAS
OFFICER GETS
BAIL IN DOLLAR
SMUGGLING CASE
STAFF REPORTER

Kochi

A court here on
Wednesday granted
bail to suspended IAS
officer M Sivasankar
in connection with
the dollar smuggling
case, which came to
light during the
probe into the gold
smuggling racket in
Kerala in which he is
an accused.

The Additional
Chief Judicial Magis-
trate court (Eco-
nomic Offences)
granted bail to the
former Principal Sec-
retary of Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi
Vijayan, after direct-
ing him to furnish a
bond of Rs 2 lakh,
two sureties for the
like amount and ap-
pear before the inves-
tigating officers here
every Monday.

The customs had
arrested him in the
dollar case on Janu-
ary23.

Sivasankar was in
judicial custody since
the past 98 days fol-
lowing his arrest by
the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) and
Customs in the cases
relating to the sensa-
tional gold smuggling
through diplomatic
channel, money trail
and dollar smug-
gling. Earlier, he was
given bail in two
cases and the dollar
case was the only one
pending against him.

He was realesed
from the Kakkanad
sub jail here by after-
noon.

CM K

www.metrovaartha.com | english.metrovaartha.com

MUMBAI | INDORE | BHOPAL | KOCHI | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM | KOZHIKODE | THRISSUR | ALAPPUZHA

41 PlrYo BaldD6)

BUSINESS

Why aren't we talking about this?
#FarmersProtest."

Rihanna, Singer

We stand in solidarity with the
#FarmersProtest in India."

Greta Thunberg,
Climate activist

Let us talk about what is happen-
ing in India right now #Farmer-
sProtest."

John Cusack, Hollywood star

Despite the farmers agitation
being one of the largest protests
ever in history, there has not been
enough mainstream coverage of
the event."

Jay Sean, Singer

Everyone with sense across the
world are wondering about the
lack of spotlight on the protests."

Dr Zeus, Rapper

The whole world is watching the
farmer agitation in India."
Ritesh Batra, Film maker

Dear Indian celebrities/ actors/
sportsmen/ musicians /stars,
grow some spine. Love."

Sayani Gupta, Actor
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CENTRAL DESK

Kochi
Celebrities have rallied
for and against the on-
going farmers agitation
in India against the new
agrilaws enacted by the
Central Government.
The movement gained a

sudden global hype
with the likes of Ri-
hanna and Greta Thun-
berg calling the
attention of the world
into the issue.

India's cine world, with
no dearyhj of celebrities
has started to react str-

tongly with words and
memes immediately
which turned out even
into a fan fight among
their supporers. Akshay
Kumar and Ajay Devgn
among others led the In-
dian stars' response in the
matter.

Global attention irks Government

m Facts need to be ascertained before rushing to comment, says MEA

MV CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi

India on Wednesday
slammed the remarks
made by American singer
Rihanna and  other
celebrities and activists on
farmer protests, saying
the facts on the issue must
be ascertained before
rushing to comment on it,
and asserted that the
"temptation" of sensation-
alist social media hash-
tags and views is "neither
accurate nor responsible".

The strong reaction by

the Ministry of External
Affairs came after several
prominent people from
outside the country took to
Twitter to lent their voices
to the months-long farmer
protests against three
newly enacted farm laws.
The MEA also said
some "vested interest
groups" are trying to en-
force their agenda on the
protests and that a very
small section of farmers
in parts of the country
have some reservations
about the farm reforms.

Emphasising that the
protests must be seen in
the context of India's
democratic ethos and
polity, the ministry said
some vested interest
groups have tried to mo-
bilise international sup-
port against the country.
Instigated by such "fringe
elements", Mahatma
Gandhi statues have been
desecrated in parts of the
world, it said, adding this
is "extremely disturbing"
for India and for civilised
society everywhere.
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The efforts being undertaken to re-
solve farmers' issues are evident.
Let's support an amicable resolu-
tion, rather than paying attention
to anyone creating differences."

Akshay Kumar, Actor

Don't fall for any false propaganda
against India or Indian policies. Its
important to stand united at this
hour w/o any infighting."

Ajay Devgn, Actor

We live in turbulent times and the
need of the hour is prudence and
patience at every turn. Let us to-
gether, make every effort we can
to find solutions that work for
everyone".

Karan Johar, Film maker

We must always take a compre-
hensive view of things, as there is
nothing more dangerous than
half truth.".

Suniel Shetty, Actor

Let all realise that India is ONE &

will

not

tolerate comments

against it."

Kailesh Kher, Singer

Rihanna is a singer much like

Sunidhi

Chauhan or Neha

Kakkar... What is so special about

her?"

Kangana Ranaut, Actor

Tomar terms barricading as local admin issue

MV CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar
Wednesday said the Cen-
tre is not holding any in-
formal talk with
protesting farmers and
described putting up of
more barricades and sus-
pending internet in and
around agitation sites as

law and order issues re-
lated to local administra-
tions.

Asked when the gov-
ernment will hold the
next round of talks and if
it was engaging with the
unions informally, Tomar
replied in the negative.

"No. We will inform
when formal talks will be
held," said Tomar.

When told that protest-
ing unions demand that
no formal talks with the
government can be held
until the police and the
administration stop "ha-
rassing" them and release
the detained farmers, the
minister said, "They
should talk to the Police
Commissioner. I don't
want to comment on the

law and order issue.
That's not my job."

Since the January 22
talks, there has been no
meeting between the
farmer leaders and the
Centre to discuss the
farm laws although the
government reiterated
that its offer stands and
doors are open for discus-
sion.

Tharoor, Sardesai move SC against FIRs

MV CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi
Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor and senior journalist
Rajdeep Sardesai have
moved the Supreme
Court against multiple
FIRs registered against

them over their alleged
"misleading" tweets on
the violence during the
farmers' tractor rally
here on Republic Day.

On January 30, Delhi
Police had filed a case
against Tharoor, Sarde-

Sensex ends above
50K for first time

MV CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai
Extending its Budget
bull run for the third day,
the Sensex rallied 458
points to end above the
50,000 mark for the first
time ever on Wednesday,
led by broad-based gains
amid positive cues from
global markets. After
touching a record intra-
day high of 50,526.39, the
30-share index ended at
50,255.75, up 458.03 points
or 0.92 per cent.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty surged 142.10

points or 0.97 per cent to
its fresh closing record
of 14,789.95. It touched
an all-time high of
14,868.85 during the day.
Elsewhere in Asia,
bourses in Hong Kong,
Seoul and Tokyo ended
with gains, while Shang-
hai was in the red. Stock
exchanges in Europe
were also trading on a
positive note in early
deals. Meanwhile, the
global o0il benchmark
Brent crude was trading
0.36 per cent higher at
USD 58.01 per barrel.

sai, The Caravan and oth-
ers.Earlier, Tharoor and
six journalists were
booked by the Noida Po-
lice for sedition, among
other charges, over the
violence during the farm-
ers' tractor rally in Delhi.

Madhya Pradesh police
has also filed a case
against Tharoor and the
six journalists over their
alleged "misleading"
tweets on the violence
during the farmers' trac-
tor rally in Delhi.

Centre notice to Twitter on
farmer genocide hashtags

MV CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi
Government has directed
Twitter to comply with
its order to remove con-
tents/accounts related to
farmer genocide hash-
tags, and warned that the
microblogging platform
may face "penal action"
for non-compliance of its
order, according to
sources. Government

sources said that Twitter
had wunilaterally un-
blocked accounts and
tweets despite specific
order for blocking. Twit-
ter is an ‘intermediary’
and is obliged to obey di-
rection of government,
sources said. IT ministry
sources asserted that
Twitter cannot assume
the role of court and jus-
tify non-compliance.

The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and IT (MeitY) had
recent directed Twitter to
block around 250
tweets/Twitter accounts
that were making 'fake, in-
timidatory and provoca-
tive tweets' on January 30
with hashtags accusing
the Modi government of
planning farmers 'geno-
cide' without any further
substantiation.

Cash reward for information on Deep Sidhu

MV CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi
Police have announced
cash reward of Rs 1lakh
for information that can

Nadda slams LDF, UDF in Kerala

® 'Both are two sides of same coin'

STAFF REPORTER

Thiruvananthapuram
BJP president J P Nadda
on Wednesday attacked
the ruling CPI(M)-led
LDF and the opposition
UDF spearheaded by the
Congress, saying they are
two sides of the same
coin.

"Both are corrupt, both
the fronts have lost their
credibility, there is no vi-
sion for Kerala and both
are only power seekers,"
Nadda told a press confer-
ence here.

While the two fronts
are fighting each other
in Kerala, the left and
the Congress are allies
in West Bengal for the

upcoming assembly
polls.
"This is ideological

bankruptcy. This shows
they are power seekers
and have nothing for the
people. The involvement
of M Sivasankar, former
private secretary to Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, in the gold smug-
gling case, shows that

corruption has patronage
of the highest
office,"Nadda, who ar-
rived in Kerala on a two-
day visit, alleged.

With virus cases seeing
a spike, Nadda also at-
tacked the State govern-
ment on the Covid-19
management.

"l am sorry to say be-
cause of the ineffective
political leadership, half
of the Covid cases now
are from Kerala. No strat-
egy is being adopted," he
said.

Kerala's Covid surge seems to lose

STAFF REPORTER

Kochi

After a drastic increase in
both the daily cases of
Covid-19 and test positiv-
ity rate in the third week
of January, Kerala seems
to be regaining control of
the situation according
the figures published by
the State Governemnet in
the past one week.

On January 24, Kerala
recorded a test positivity
rate (Positive cases per
100 tests) of 12.8 per cent,
the highest in one-and-a-

half months. But as of
Wednesday's figures, the
TPR is 10.66 with 6356
positive cases in 59,635
samples.

In Kottayam, the TPR
jumped from 10.5 per cent
to 14.1 per cent in less
than a week. In Wayanad,
it bounced from 12 per
cent to 14.8 per cent.

But from Jauary 25 on-
wards, there has been a
dramatic downward
trend of TPR either dip-
ping drastically or re-
maining steady in nine

New Delhi

India's Covid-19 tally of cases rose to
1,07,77,284 with 11,039 new infections,
surged to
1,04,62,631, according to the Union
Health Ministry. The death toll in-
creased to 1,54,596 with 110 daily new fa-

while the recoveries

talities.

The number of people who have recu-

perated from the disease surged to

per cent.

1,04,62,631 pushing the national Covid-19
recovery rate of 97.08 per cent, while the
Covid-19 case fatality rate stands at 1.43

There are 1,60,057 active cases of coro-
navirus infections in the country which

comprises 1.49 per cent of the total case-

load.

districts. Kottayam,
Wayanad and
Pathanamthitta, which

saw a TPR leap during
the Jan 18-24 stretch, wit-
nessed a marked lower-

ing. Kottayam's fell from
14.1 to 13.3 per cent.
Pathanamthitta found its

lead to the arrest of ac-
tors Deep Sidhu and
three others in connec-
tion with the Republic
Day violence in Delhi.

Cash reward of Rs
50,000 was also an-
nounced for Buta Singh,
Sukhdev Singh and two
others.

BJP national president JP Nadda being received by
party workers in Thiruvananthapuram Internatioanl
Airport in Kerala on Wednesday.

- KB Jayachandran

TPR sliding from 13.7 per
cent to 12.8 per cent.
Wayanad's TPR fall was
more dramatic than its
rise last week. From 14.8
per cent it fell to 10.9 per
cent, lower than even the
Jan 11-17 stretch.

The number of tests
did not see any major
change but still absolute
numbers fell.

Cases took a nosedive
in 10 districts. However,
Alappuzha (8.7 per
cent), Kasaragod (4.8
per cent), Kozhikode (2.3

momentum

per cent) and Kollam
(1.1 per cent) saw an in-
crease. But in Wayanad
and Kottayam, the new
cases decreased by 35.8
per cent and 19.8 per
cent respectively.

If there were 42,430
cases in the Jan 18-24
stretch, it fell to 38,900 in
the Jan 25-31 stretch, a
decrease of 8.3 per cent.
The growth in infection
rate has also seen a drop.
From a high of 0.79 per
cent in January 23, it fell
t0 0.37 on February 1.

cM KHE HE



Il T

MUMBAI/GUNTUR

GENERAL

FEBRUARY 04 THURSDAY 2021

SC refuses to hear plea for probe into Chinese surveillance

New Delhi
The Supreme Court
Wednesday refused to en-

tertain a plea seeking di-
rections to the Centre to
investigate the alleged
surveillance of high
ranking personalities, in-
cluding the President, the
Prime Minister and some
sitting judges of the apex
court, by China and also
about data theft of citi-
zens by Chinese digital
money lending apps.

A bench headed by
Chief Justice S A Bobde
said that the petitioner
organization, Save Them
India Foundation, can
make representation to

the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs or the Finance Min-
istry on these issues.

“These are sensitive
and high security mat-
ters. You make a repre-
sentation to the
appropriate ministry,”
said the bench, also com-
prising Justices A S
Bopanna and V Rama-
subramanian.

Advocate Vishal Ti-
wari, who appeared for
the petitioner, argued
that China-based micro
lending apps are operat-
ing in the country with-
out any proper guidelines
by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and this is vi-

Asks petitioner to make representation

olating the citizens' right
to privacy.

“You make a represen-
tation to Home Ministry
or Finance Ministry,” the
bench said.

Tiwari, while referring
to the Digital India cam-
paign, stressed on the
need for proper cyber se-
curity and said that there
were media reports about
China indulging in spy-
ing and surveillance of
several top functionaries
in the country.

After the top court said
that the petitioner can

make representation to
the government, Tiwari
said he would withdraw
the plea. The bench al-
lowed him to withdraw
the plea with a liberty to
make representation to
the authorities.

In its plea, the organi-
zation had sought a direc-
tion to the government to
inquire into the alleged
data theft of citizens com-
mitted by China operated
digital money lending
apps and register FIR for
cyber terrorism and
cyber-crime under the

relevant provisions of the
Information Technology
Act 2000 and the Indian
Penal Code.

The plea had also
sought a ban on China op-
erated digital money
lending apps in India.

It had said that author-
ities should be directed to
ensure that lending insti-
tutions shall not use any
kind of illegal, violent or
harassing methods
against the borrowers for
recovery of loan install-
ments.

“The China's espionage

Much for the future rather for today

HRISHIKESH R NAMBOOTHIRI

he Union Budget for the

year 2021-2022 presented

by Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitaraman stands apart

from the previous ones as

the first budget post pan-

demic. Apart from the tran-

sition to paperless budget

and being the first budget

after the impact of Covid-19 on the economy,

the current Union Budget 2021 also is the
first budget of the decade.

Introducing the budget session, Sitaraman
referred to the previously announced Atma
Nirbhar Packages and PM Garib Kalyan
Yojna, as 5 mini budgets itself. In a year,
when the country hopes to recover from the
coronavirus pandemic that ravaged almost
every sector of the economy, the budget
stands as a ray of hope to bring our economy
to the expected growth.

A budget like never before, as stated by the
Finance Minister, covered various aspects re-
lated to the boosting up of production and
services, which are seriously affected due to
the pandemic. Health sector, which is found
to be one of the most important sector in this
pandemic, received a massive financial allo-
cation of nearly Rs 2.25 lakh crore which is
137% higher compared to the previous year.
This is expected to increase the government
expenditure over health from 1.8% of the
GDP to 2.5% as per the economic survey pre-
sented earlier.

Introduction of National Commission for
Allied Health Professionals Bill and develop-
ment of two more local vaccines to fight
against the coronavirus are some key meas-
ures taken for the health sector.

The Industry and Infrastructure sector
also received a high boost in the current
budget. Considering the need for boosting up
the manufacturing sector, the Minister an-
nounced Rs 1.97 lakh crore Production
Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) for selected
13 sectors for 5 years. States like Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and West Bengal
have received massive financial infusion for
various infrastructural activities.

National Infrastructure Pipeline Projects
(NIP) has been expanded to 7,400 projects.
Commencement of Eastern-Western dedi-
cated freight corridors for future ready rail-
way system by 2030 are some other measures
taken in this sector. A whopping sum of Rs
1.18 lakh crore has also been transferred to
the Ministry of Roads of which Rs 1.08 lakh
crore is for capex.

For reinvigorating human capital, the
budget pushed for measures such as setting
up of 100 new Sainik schools, raising up of
Agricultural credit target to Rs 16.5 lakh
crore etc. were taken by the ministry.

As expected, the budget gave significant
importance to disinvestment, private partic-
ipation and stake sale of PSUs. The disinvest-
ment of 2 PSBs and one GIC is a significant
measure to boost up the economy. More
stake sale and disinvestment are necessary
so as to reduce the tax burden on the citizens.
IPO of Life Insurance Corporation which
was proposed in the previous measures is ex-
pected to happen in the year 2021-22.

The main measures in the field of IT like
exemption of filing ITR for Senior Citizens
above 75 years, raising of tax audit limit from
Rs 5 crore to Rs 10 crore, though make im-

pacts on the taxpayers, it only focuses on a
few, while a much larger section is being kept
out from the frame. Rationalisation of GST
activities, scrapping of GST audit etc. are
also measures taken in the taxation field to
boost up the economy.

Increasing customs duty on various prod-
ucts such as steel and related materials, cot-
ton, synthetic cotton, some automobiles part
and some mobile parts are significant moves
to increase the production and sales of sub-
stitute MSME products in the tax reform sec-
tor.

However, the overall impact of the budget
is not expected to be seen in a near future.
The budget is too much futuristic in many as-
pects and has not focused on the main under-
lining issues seriously. Even though the
measures announced through the budget are
valuable and commendable for creating a
more production and developmental-friendly
atmosphere to the economy as a whole, the
budget had nothing much for the middle
class and salaried citizens. Much expected
raise in the BEL of IT, more exemptions and
deductions under sec. 10 and Chapter VI A
are not at all addressed. The issues like in-
creasing petrol and diesel price hike, income
tax concerns were kept untouched by the
Minister.

The budget also missed certain major and
immediate (within a year) measures to boost
up the demand and to allocate cash to the cit-
izens. Various great expectations of the com-
mon men were not even addressed. Even
though great measures have been taken for
the overall development of the economy, the
budget stands in a midway from expectations
to reality.

Pros being the gigantic allocation to health
care, infrastructure and economic boost for
MSME, the budget contains various cons
such as lack of immediate measures to over-
come the burden over citizens, lack of direct
tax reliefs, not addressing the curbing the
hike in petrol and diesel prices etc. Overall
the budget stands out as a long term finan-
cial plan (like the previous five year plans)
than a budget for a particular financial year.

(Email: hyadu12345@gmail.com,
Ph: +917560938431)

Metal birds dazzle at Bengaluru air show

Bengaluru

India on Wednesday dis-
played the prowess in
military aeronautics at
the opening session of the
13th edition of the bien-
nial Aero India-2021, in-
augurated by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singhat
the Yelahanka Air Force
Station here.

While the indigenously
developed Tejas-LCA hel-
icopters and Surya Kiran
aircraft stole the show,
Sukhoi, Rafale, Hawk and
the American B-1B
Lancer heavy bomber
were among the star at-

trainer (LIFT Trainer),
HTT-40, 1JT, Advanced
Hawk Mk 132 and Civil
Do-228 which flew in a
special formation show-
casing the spectrum of
trainers and signifying
self-sufficiency in the
trainer segment.

There was a scintillat-
ing display of 'Dhanush’
formation by the Light
Combat Helicopters and
'Netra' formation show-
casing the Defence Re-
search Development
Organisations flying dis-
play of Airborne Early
Warning and Control Sys-

tractions. For the B-1B, of
the 28th Bomb Wing
Ellsworth Air Force Base,
South Dakota, this is a
historic moment and
marks the first time an

American bomber has
touched down in India in
the history of the Repub-
lic, according to U.S. offi-
cials. The B-1B Lancer
carries the largest con-

India presses for

Colombo

India has once again
pressed for the devolu-
tion of power to the
provinces under the 13th
Amendment (13A) of the
Sri Lankan Constitution
and the system of provin-
cial councils as a mean-
ingful step towards better
representation of the is-
land's Tamil minority.

During a meeting with
Eastern Province's for-
mer chief minister
Sivanesaturai Chan-
drakanthan and former
lawmaker Vinayaga-
murthi  Muralitharan,

India's Deputy High Com-
missioner Vinod K Jacob
on Tuesday discussed bi-
lateral cooperation and
implementation of the
13th Amendment.
"Deputy HC Vinod K
Jacob held separate meet-
ings with delegations led
by Hon'ble MP S Chan-
drakanthan (Pillayan) &
Mr V  Muralitharan
(Karuna Amman). Devel-
opment coop in the East
& full implementation of
13th amendment &
Provincial Councils were
discussed in these meet-
ings," the Indian High

ventional payload of both
guided and wunguided
weapons in the U.S. Air
Force and is considered
the backbone of Ameri-
cas long-range bomber

force, they said.
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited came up with
'Aatma- nirbhar Forma-
tion Flight' consisting its
products such as LCA

tem (AEW&C).

The jaw-dropping ma-
noeuvres by the Surya
Kiran light combat air-
craft left the audience
spellbound. (PTI)

system and spying upon
India has developed a
new threat and fear of
losing our secret valuable
information, public poli-
cies, defence policies,
data hijacking and data
theft,” it had alleged,
adding, “This fact has
come to light that China
is monitoring the person-
alities holding the key
post in our country.” Re-
ferring to a media report,
it had claimed that a
China-based company
has been tasked with
monitoring of over 10,000
prominent citizens in-
cluding the President, the
Prime Minister and oth-

ers in the country.

It had said that this de-
velopment had come to
light at a time when India
and China are engaged in
a stand-off since last year
in Ladakh and adjoining
areas.

“A threat has emerged
to the unity, integrity and
sovereignty of our nation
by the monitoring and
putting our citizens and
influential persons on
surveillance by China.
The data hijacking and
data theft may bring dan-
ger to our national secu-
rity and in future it may
lead to disastrous effect,”
the plea had alleged.

'New chance at life": Man gets face,
hands in rare surgery

MARION RENAULT

New York
Almost six months after
a rare face and hands
transplant, Joe DiMeo is
relearning how to smile,
blink, pinch and
squeeze.

The 22-year-old New
Jersey resident had the
operation last August,
two years after being
badly burned in a car
crash.

“I knew it would be
baby steps all the way,”
DiMeo told The Associ-
ated Press recently.
“You've got to have a lot
of motivation, a lot of
patience. And you've got
to stay strong through
everything.” Experts
say it appears the sur-
gery at NYU Langone
Health was a success,
but warn it'll take some
time to say for sure.

Worldwide, surgeons
have completed at least
18 face transplants and
35 hand transplants, ac-
cording to the United
Network for Organ
Sharing, or UNOS,
which oversees the US
transplant system.

But simultaneous face
and double hand trans-
plants are extremely
rare and have only been
tried twice before. The
first attempt was in 2009
on a patient in Paris
who died about a month
later from complica-
tions.

Two years later,
Boston doctors tried it
again on a woman who
was mauled by a chim-
panzee, but ultimately

had to remove the trans-
planted hands days
later.

“The fact they could
pull it off is phenome-
nal,” said Dr. Bohdan
Pomahac, a surgeon at
Boston's Brigham and
Women's Hospital who
led the second such at-
tempt. “I know firsthand
it's incredibly compli-
cated. It's a tremendous
success.” DiMeo will be
on lifelong medications

to avoid rejecting the
transplants, as well as
continued rehabilitation
to gain sensation and
function in his new face
and hands.

In 2018, DiMeo fell
asleep at the wheel, he
said, after working a
night shift as a product
tester for a drug com-
pany. The car hit a curb
and utility pole, flipped
over, and burst into
flames. Another driver
who saw the accident
pulled over to rescue
DiMeo.

Afterward, he spent
months in a medically
induced coma and un-
derwent 20 reconstruc-
tive  surgeries and
multiple skin grafts to
treat his extensive third-
degree burns.

Once it became clear
conventional surgeries
could not help him re-
gain full vision or use of
his hands, DiMeo's med-
ical team began prepar-
ing for the risky
transplant in early 2019.

“Within the world of
transplantation, they're
probably the most un-
usual,” said Dr. David
Klassen, UNOS chief
medical officer.

Almost immediately,
the NYU team encoun-
tered challenges includ-
ing finding a donor.

Doctors estimated he
only had a 6% chance of
finding a match compat-
ible with his immune
system. They also
wanted to find someone
with the same gender,
skin tone and hand dom-
inance. Then during the
search for a donor, the
pandemic hit and organ
donations plummeted.
During New York City's
surge, members of the
transplant unit were re-
assigned to work in
COVID-19 wards.

In early August, the
team finally identified a
donor in Delaware and
completed the 23-hour
procedure a few days
later.

better representation of Tamils in Sri Lanka

Commission in Colombo
tweeted on Tuesday.

The 13th Amendment
provides for devolution of
power to the Tamil com-
munity. India has been
pressing Sri Lanka to im-
plement the 13th Amend-
ment which was brought
in after the Indo-Sri
Lankan agreement of
1987.

However, the Sinhala
nationalist parties and
the erstwhile Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam ve-
hemently opposed it.

While nationalists have
decried it as excess shar-

ing of power, the Tamil
Tigers criticised it as
sharing of only few pow-
ers.

President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa has shown incli-
nation to abolish the
provisions in a soon-to-be
revised Constitution.

The ruling Sri Lanka
People's Party (SLPP) al-
lies have mounted a pub-
lic campaign for abolition
of the provincial councils
system. The SLPP's Sin-
hala majority hardliners
have been advocating a
total abolition of the is-
land's provincial council

system established in
1987.

In his visit to Colombo
last month, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jais-
hankar met a delegation
of Tamil National Al-
liance (TNA) lawmakers
with whom he discussed,
among other things, the
role played by provincial
councils in national rec-
onciliation. The TNA is
the main Tamil party in
the island nation. Jais-
hankar also met a delega-
tion of the Tamil
Progressive Alliance.

During a joint media

interaction with his coun-
terpart Dinesh Gunawar-
dena in Colombo,
Jaishankar underlined
India's  backing for
Lanka's reconciliation
process and an “inclusive
political outlook” that en-
courages ethnic har-
mony.

"As we promote peace
and well-being in the re-
gion, India has been
strongly committed to the
unity, stability and terri-
torial integrity of Sri
Lanka. Our support for
the reconciliation process
in Sri Lanka is longstand-

ing, as indeed for an in-
clusive political outlook
that encourages ethnic
harmony," he said.

"Itis in Sri Lanka's own
interest that the expecta-
tions of the Tamil people
for equality, justice, peace
and dignity within a
united Sri Lanka are ful-
filled. @ That applies
equally to the commit-
ments made by the Sri
Lankan government on
meaningful devolution,

including  the 13th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution," Jaishankar
had said.

ROHINGYA REFUGEES
FEAR RETURNING

TO MYANMAR

AFTER COUP

Dhaka
Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar living in camps
in Bangladesh condemned
the military coup in their
homeland and said it
makes them more fearful
to return.

A counterinsurgency
operation by Myanmar's
military in 2017 involving
mass rape, murders and
the torching of villages
drove more than 700,000
Rohingya Muslims into
neighbouring
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh has hosted
them in crowded refugee
camps and is eager to begin
sending them back to Bud-
dhist-majority Myanmar.
Several attempts at repatri-
ation under a joint agree-
ment failed because the
Rohingya refused to go,
fearing more violence in a
country that denies them
basic rights including citi-
zenship. Refugees said
Tuesday they are more
afraid now that the military
isin complete control. “The
military killed us, raped
our sisters and mothers,
torched our villages. How is
it possible for us to stay safe
under their control?” said
Khin Maung, head of the
Rohingya Youth Associa-
tion in the camps in Cox's
Bazar district.

“Any peaceful repatria-
tion will hugely be im-
pacted,” he told The
Associated Press. "It will
take a long time because
the political situation in
Myanmar is worse now.”
Officials from Myanmar
and Bangladesh met last
month to discuss ways to
start the repatriations,
with Bangladesh's For-
eign Ministry seeming
more hopeful of success
and officials saying they
expected to begin some-
time in June. But refugees
said they totally oppose
the military takeover. “We
strongly condemn the
coup. We love democracy
and human rights, so we
are worried about losing
them in our country,”
Maung said.

“We are part of Myan-
mar, so we feel the same
as Myanmar's common
people. We urge the inter-
national community to
raise its voice against the
coup,” he said. Moham-
mad Jaffar, 70, said they
had been waiting to go
back. “The hope that we
had to go back has now
been interrupted by this
change in regime in
Myanmar," Jaffar said.
“Repatriation will not be
safe at all under this
regime. ... Now if we go
back into the hands of
people who are responsi-
ble for our torture, we will
probably have to bear
twice as much pain as be-
fore."




EE BE MUMBAI
Two more bullet
trains for State
SPL CORRESPONDENT
Mumbai

Maharashtra may get two
more bullet trains, one
which will run within the
state and the other reach-
ing outside. Out of the
seven high-speed trains
proposed in the Union
Budget, Maharashtra is
getting two, which is inter-
esting according to experts,
as the Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad bullet train’s progress
is at a snail’s pace.

The first bullet train will
run from Mumbai to Nag-
pur via Nashik and the sec-
ond from Mumbai to
Hyderabad via Pune. Both
the trains will touch major
cities on their routes.

Feasibility studies of
both the trains are com-
plete and the first route will
have a length of 74 km and
the second 711 km. It is reli-
ably learned that both the
trains will run at a speed of
300 kmph. It is still not
clear whether there would
be private participation in
the projects.

Fire breaks out at

Scindia House
STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

A fire broke out in the
Scindia House in south
Mumbai on Wednesday
morning, fire brigade
sources said. The five-
storeyed building is located
in the Ballard Estate area.

Two fire tenders rushed
to the spot and the fire was
doused within half an hour,
the sources said. There was
a major fire in Scindia
House in June 2018 in which
documents at the Income
Tax office located in the
building were gutted.

Shiv Sena to
welcome 21 Guijarati
businessmen at

Feb 7 event

STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

The Shiv Sena will welcome
21 businessmen of the Gu-
jarati community at a con-
vention it has planned on
February 7, a party official
has said. The convention of
Gujaratis is seen as an at-
tempt to woo the commu-
nity ahead of the 2022
municipal elections in
Mumbai. This is the second
meeting with members of
the Gujarati community.
The first was on January 10,
said Shiv Sena national or-
ganiser Hemraj Shah. He
said 21 businessmen from
the Gujarati community
would join the party at the
convention.

He also added that the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) polls
are a matter of prestige for
the Shiv Sena, Polls to the
BMC, nine other civic bod-
ies, 27 zilla parishads and
gram panchayats are slated
to be held in February next
year. The Sena has consis-
tently retained power since
1997 in the BMC, the richest
civic body.

State aid for start-ups
IPR certification

in Atmanirbhar
Bharat push

STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

The state will provide finan-
cial assistance to start-ups
for registration of intellec-
tual property rights (IPR)
and quality testing certifica-
tion. The move is expected
to generate more employ-
ment and promote ‘At-
manirbhar Bharat’.

Under the scheme that
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray launched on
Tuesday, the government
will reimburse up to 80% of
the cost of patent registra-
tion and product testing and
certification. Reimburse-
ment of up to Rs 10 lakh will
be possible for filing inter-
national intellectual prop-
erty rights applications.
Quality testing certificate
cost of up to Rs 2 lakh will
also be reimbursed.
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Boost for health, education in
BMC’s Rs 39,039-crore budget

SpPL CORRESPONDENT
Mumbai

The Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), which is
the richest civic body in the
country, on Wednesday un-
veiled a Rs 39,038.83-crore
budget for 2021-22. The esti-
mates are 16.74 per cent more
than the last year’s Rs 33,441.02
crore.

During 2021-22, the proposed
capital expenditure is Rs18,750
crore. From this, the work of
various STP projects, coastal
road, GMLR, Hydro - Solar
Power Project at Hinduhri-
daysamrat Balasaheb Thack-
eray Middle Vaitarna Dam,
desalination project, rejuvena-
tion of Mithi river, rejuvenation
of Dahisar, Poisar and Walbhat
rivers, upgradation of Deonar
Abattoir, 12 bridges over rail-
way lines, six new bridges and
up-gradation of five hospitals
will be undertaken.

An amount of Rs 2,945.78
crore is allocated for the educa-
tion sector keeping in mind the
current pandemic situation.
The outlay for the health sector
is estimated at Rs 4,728.53 crore.
A provisional Rs 2,000 crore
fund has been proposed for the
ongoing Coastal Road Project in
the FY 2021-22.

The provision for improve-
ment of roads is Rs 1,600 crore.
The major sources of revenue
for the year are grant-in-aid on
account of compensation in lieu
of Octroi Rs 10,583.08 crore,

property tax Rs 7,000 crore, D.P.
Department Rs 2,000 crore, in-
come from interest on invest-
ments Rs 975.56 crore and water
and sewerage charges Rs
1,598.08 crore.

A provision of Rs. 750 crore
has been made to give relief to
the BEST Undertaking. It is
proposed to give financial assis-
tance of Rs. 50 lakh to the fam-
ily of each deceased employee
of the BEST Undertaking in
case of death due to Covid-19
while discharging duty.

A major push will be given to
development works in 2021-22
using the capital budget. Be-
sides, the ongoing work of 12
hospitals and 12 bridges will be
completed expeditiously. The
corporation has proposed to the
government to declare MCGM

as the Planning Authority for
the entire Cuffe Parade and Ma-
rine Drive area and the pro-
posal is under the state’s
consideration.

The MCGM has also pro-
posed to the government to de-
clare it as single planning
authority for the entire city of
Mumbai for integrated plan-
ning and development of the
city in the immediate future.
This proposal is under active
consideration by the Govern-
ment of Maharashtra. It has
also been decided to give a
major push to upgrade the in-
frastructure and civic ameni-
ties by undertaking the
development of 149 footpaths of
160 km length, 128 traffic is-
lands, 42 out of 344 spaces
under flyover and bridges (ap-

Photo: Dinesh Sunanda

proximately 19 km).

About 108 community toilets,
20,301 of public toilets will be
completed by December 31.
Upgradation of five gardens in
each ward, aesthetic painting of
walls, and food hubs at 65 loca-
tions having an approximate ca-
pacity of 3,331 vendors covering
a total length of 11 km opera-
tional from 6 pm to 11 pm has
been undertaken.

Anticipating the reopening of
schools and abiding by the Gov-
ernment SOPs for the same,
schools will be provided with
infrared thermometers, pulse
oximeters, soaps/hand wash,
and masks for individual stu-
dents. The civic body has set
aside an amount of Rs. 15.90
crore for supplying essential
Covid-19 equipment.

City’s nightlife to
start again soon

SpL CORRESPONDENT
Mumbai

The city that never sleeps
may be back to its old form
soon as the state govern-
ment is thinking of allow-
ing Mumbai to resume
nightlife.

The civic authorities
have been shutting down
city streets due to the
Covid-19 outbreak.

Maharashtra tourism
minister Aaditya Thack-
eray has hinted that per-
mission may soon be given
to resume nightlife as new
Covid-19 cases continue to
see a downward trend.

The number of new
Covid-19 cases in the city
have been dropping for the
past few weeks with no
new death in six wards last
week. “Since the beginning
of 'Mission Again Again/,
we have slowly restarted
everything and nothing
had to be closed again, yet.
Now, even restaurants
have been permitted to re-
main open till 1 am. There-
fore, the nightlife will start

soon," Thackeray said. He
is the prime mover behind
the Mumbai 24x7 initiative.
The nightlife policy
came into force from Janu-
ary 26 last year. However, it
received a tepid response,
primarily due to the lack of
awareness about the new
regime. A re-look at train
timings: Maharashtra min-
ister Rajesh Tope has said
though the state govern-
ment has allowed the gen-
eral public to board local
trains from Monday, travel
for the category is re-
stricted to non-peak hours.
As per the policy, keep-
ing shops, malls, and eater-
ies open at night is optional
and not mandatory.
Explaining the rationale
behind the need for such a
policy, Thackeray had said
that Mumbai is a '24x7
functional city' where peo-
ple who work in night
shifts and the tourists in
transit need to have access
to food during late hours.
The bars, permit rooms
and pubs are currently ex-
cluded.

Dial 112: Single number for all
emergencies by March-end

SpL CORRESPONDENT
Mumbai

The Maharashtra Emergency Re-
sponse Service (MERS) is all set to
roll out a single number - 112 — to
call for all emergencies by next
month-end.The number 112 will
replace all emergency numbers
across Maharashtra including 100
for the police control room.

The Maharashtra Police hopes
the centralised system will bring
more transparency and accounta-
bility in the police department.

The Additional Director Gen-
eral (ADG) law and order at the
Maharashtra police headquarters
in Colaba will monitor the coordi-
nation of MERS.The ambitious
project of Maharashtra police,
which missed many deadlines
since 2017-18, was supposed to be
operational this Republic Day.
"Around 80%-85 % of the project is
completed with all necessary
training to the staff. We hope the
project will be operational by the
end of March this year," sad S Ja-
gannathan, ADG Planning and
Coordination, Maharashtra police.

About 7,000 personnel have been
trained for this dedicated emer-
gency response service. As per the

requirement of the proj-
ect, the state police will pur-
chase 1,500 four-wheelers and 2,000
two-wheelers. “We have already
received 450 vehicles for the proj-
ect. We will have enough two-
wheelers as per the requirement
of the project and similarly more
two-wheelers will be purchased
whenever needed,” Jagannathan
added. The state has granted a
five-year contract to a private
firm, Mahindra Defence, to set up
two call centres — in Navi Mumbai
and Nagpur. "These two centres
will have a private staff of 100 and
40 respectively. They will receive
the emergency call and then trans-
fer it to the local police control
room based on the location. The
nearest vehicle will then be de-
ployed," he added.

The state currently has 54 con-
trol units across including the
commissioner. Explaining the

functioning of the two centres, Ja-
gannathan said, "When a person
calls, the responder will have his

GPS location on his computer
and the details of the contact
number. Within 30 to 40 sec-
onds he will transfer the call
to the local police control
room.

"The centres monitored by
the director general’s office will
also have the GPS location of the
vehicle which is diverted to the lo-
cation. The time when the vehicle
reaches the person who called will
be noted. The call will be closed
only after getting a proper remark
about the nature of the complaint
and the action to resolve it. The
biggest advantage of the cen-
tralised system is that 100 % calls
will be attended and this will bring
more transparency and accounta-
bility. The police HQ will have all
the data." Jagannathan said.

The operation of the two control
centres will be monitored by DCP
rank officers under whom two
ACPs and 25 other officers of API,
PSI, ASI and PI rank will work. All
the newly purchased vehicles will
have GPS tracking systems and
Mobile Data Terminal (MDT).

BMC officer’s sanitizer sip goes viral

STAFF REPORTER
Mumbai

In a bizarre incident, a top officer
of the Brihan Mumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) mistakenly
sipped a mouthful of hand sani-
tizer instead of water, here on
Wednesday.

The incident happened just be-
fore Joint Municipal Commis-
sioner Ramesh Pawar prepared
himself to read and table the civic
body's annual education budget
2021-2022.

In a viral video of the incident,
Pawar apparently picked up a bot-
tle of a clear liquid lying before
him opened it and took a swig, but
suddenly appeared to choke on it.

As his colleagues wondered
and enquired what was wrong
and an aide rushed to his help,

Pawar jumped up from his chair,
rushed to a nearby washroom to
clear his mouth and returned
after some time.

It later came to be known that
instead of a bottle of water, he
had mistakenly taken a mouthful
of hand sanitizer, but realized the
error before gulping it down.

Incidentally, in a serious lapse,
12 minor kids were administered
oral drops of hand sanitizer in-
stead of the polio vaccine in a gov-
ernment primary health centre in
Yavatmal district on Sunday.

All the children -- aged between
1 and 5 -- were discharged from
the hospital after three days of
treatment but the government
took a grim view of the incident
and suspended at least three
nurses and other officials for the
negligence of duty.

Tuesday City’s hottest day of
season at 36.3 C

STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai
On Tuesday, Mumbai
recorded the highest
temperature of the
season with the mer-
cury rising above 36
degrees Celsius.

At 36.3 degrees Cel-
sius, it was also the
highest temperature
that the city has wit-

nessed in the New
Year. According to
the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department's
Santacruz observa-
tory, the recorded
temperature was
about 4.9 degrees
above normal for the
season.

According to the
Colaba observatory,

the maximum tem-
perature on Tuesday
was 33.8 degrees Cel-
sius, which was 3.5
degrees above nor-
mal. Prior to Tues-
day, the highest
temperature
recorded was 35.3 de-
grees Celsius on Jan-
uary 12, IMD
Mumbai said.

FIRE ON 'ADIPURUSH'
SET ON FIRST DAY
OF SHOOT

STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai
A fire broke out on the sets of Om
Raut's upcoming biggie Adipu-
rush starring Prabhas and Saif
Ali Khan on Tuesday, which was
the first day of the film's shoot.

The fire reportedly broke out
around 4:30 pm in a Goregaon stu-
dio. Neither Prabhas nor Saif was
present on the set at the time of
the accident.It is reported that the
incident happened due to a short
circuit. According to studio
sources, the fire was brought
under control soon and nobody
was injured.Unconfirmed videos
from the burning set of the film
have gone viral on social media,
with netizens expressing their
concern over the unfortunate in-
cident.

"Fire caught on the sets of
#Adipurush at a Goregaon studio
#Mumbai. Everyone is safe no
one has come under any physical
harm. It happened due to a short
circuit and the entire chroma set
up went into ashes. #Prabhas and
Saif were not a part of this shoot,"
photographer Viral Bhayani
wrote on Instagram.

Kangana slams ‘spoilt’ Greta
for farm protest tweet

STAFF REPORTER
Mumbai

Bollywood star Kan-
gana Ranaut on
Wednesday  called
Swedish environmen-
tal activist Greta
Thunberg dumb and
a spoilt brat for tweet-
ing in favour of the
farmers' protests in
India. "We stand in
solidarity with the
#FarmersProtest in
India," Greta tweeted
early on Wednesday,
according to India
time.

Greta's tweet came
in reaction to a news
piece on the CNN

website that reads:
"India cuts internet
around New Delhi as
protesting farmers
clash with police."

Replying to Greta's
tweet, Kangana
wrote on Twitter: "No
fancy activists will
talk about genuine
environmentalist our
own grandma... but
they will definitely
promote dumb and a
spoilt brat? @Gre-
taThunberg who is
being used by entire
left lobby and in re-
turn she gets to skip
her education and
school."

By "grandma”,

Kangana refers to the
105-year-old R Pap-
pammal, an organic
farmer from Coim-
batore, who was hon-
oured with the
Padma Shri for her
contribution to agri-
culture this year.

According to an
TANS report on Tues-
day, the CNN news
piece had prompted
international pop
sensation Rihanna to
write: "Why aren't we
talking about this?!
#FarmersProtest."
Kangana had re-
torted by calling Ri-
hanna a fool and a
dummy.

Farm protests used to cause

divisions: Koena Mitra

STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

Powerful organisations are using
the ongoing farmers' protests in
India as a weapon to cause divi-
sions, actor Koena Mitra tweeted
on Wednesday.

It all began with international
pop star Rihanna tweeting about
the farmers' protest in India, ex-
pressing her support to the move-
ment.

Reacting to her tweet, Koena
took a jibe at the pop star and
wrote: "The so called Poor Farmers
can now afford Rihana too!! Phew."

Reacting to Koena's tweet, a user
commented: "Where did she get the
impression that Indian Farmers
are POOR & she is the only rich
lady in India? #FarmersProtests
#farmersrprotest.”

To this the actress replied: "Guys,
do you even understand sarcasm?
It's obvious that some powerful or-
ganisations are using 'farmers
protest' as a weapon to divide us. Is
it very difficult to understand?"

Punjabi singer Prabh Gill took a
jibe at Bollywood while reacting to
Koena Mitra's tweet on "so called
poor farmers" being able to "afford
Rihanna". He wrote: "Yes Bcs They
Are Not Blind/Sold Like #Bolly-
wood. They Stand With Truth. Are
You Jealous?"

To this, Koena replied: "Bolly-
wood isn't blind or sold! Aap jaise
lakho ussi industry me line lagatey
hai, izzat se baat karo. (Lakhs of
people like you stand in a line to
make it to Bollywood, so please
show some respect)."
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DIGITAL VOTER
ID BECOMES
A REALITY

SpL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Digital voter IDs are a reality.
Voters who have linked their
mobile phones to the Election
Commission (EC) data base
can get their digital IDs on
their mobile phones from
Monday.

On 25 January, the EC
rolled out the electronic ver-
sion of the voters' photo iden-
tity card, which can be stored
on mobile phones and down-
loaded on personal comput-
ers. The e-voter card will be
available in PDF format and
cannot be edited. The digital
voter ID card can be self-
printed and laminated by the
voter.

Electors in poll-bound West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Assam,
Kerala and Puducherry will
be the first to use an e-voter
card as elections are due in
these states and union terri-
tory in April-May.

The digital photo identity
card or e-elector photo iden-
tity card is a non-editable dig-
ital version of the elector
photo identity card and can
be saved in facilities such as
digital locker just like PAN,
Aadhar or driving licence.

The physical voter card
would continue to be in use.
The physical card takes time
to print and reach the voter,
and the idea is to provide
faster delivery and easy ac-
cessibility. Introduced in 1993,
the elector photo identity
cards are accepted as proof of
identity and address. One can
go to voterportal.eci.gov.in.
and create an account by en-
tering the relevant details.

Then you can log in and go
to the menu which says
'Download e-EPIC'. Once you
enter your EPIC number or
form reference number, a
one-time password (OTP) will
be sent to your registered mo-
bile number. After this, click
on 'Download EPIC' and you
will have to complete the
Know Your Customer (KYC)
process to download the card,
if the mobile number men-
tioned on the card is different.

After updating the number
through KYC, you can down-
load the digital voter ID card.
If you've lost your e-EPIC
number, you can check the
same on
voterportal.eci.gov.in. The
digital voter ID card can also
be generated from the voter
mobile app, which can be
downloaded from the Google
Play Store.

FEBRUARY 4 THURSDAY 2021

Mumbai

Colleges in Maharashtra can
start physical classes with 50
per cent capacity from Febru-
ary 15, according to Minister
for Higher and Technical Ed-
ucation Uday Samant said.
All hostels might not re-
open from February 15 as
some of them were being
used as quarantine centres,
he told reporters on Wednes-
day. Physical classes in col-
leges stopped after the
outbreak of coronavirus pan-
demic last March.
Universities could conduct
examinations online as well
as off-line as per the coron-
avirus situation in respective
areas. "Colleges in the state

can resume physical classes
from February 15 with 50 per
cent capacity,” he said.

GENERAL

Colleges 1n State to start with
half capacity from Feb 15

was looking into fee-related
grievances of students. "If a
college is found violating gov-
ernment norms, it will face
legal action," he said. Univer-
sities could start with practi-
cals and gradually schedule

Universities had been di-
rected not to force students to
pay full fees, and a committee

physical lectures,

Samant

said, adding that colleges
were expected to take stu-
dents into confidence while
deciding on this.

Students would get relax-

ation from the 75 per cent at-
tendance rule as colleges had
remained shut for most part
of the academic year.

Curriculum of second and

final years of graduation

courses had been covered to
some extent through virtual
classes

Looks like ‘international border', farmers on
barricades at Delhi entry points

New Delhi

Farmers' agitation sites just outside Delhi
resemble "international border" now
with authorities building makeshift
walls, planting huge metal spikes on
roads and deploying concertina wire
fences, protesters alleged on Wednesday,
even as officials defended the heavy-bar-
ricading citing law and order issues.

The heightened security measures and
various restrictions have been imposed at
the three protest sites -- Singhu (Delhi-
Haryana border), Ghazipur (Delhi-Uttar
Pradesh border) and Tikri (Delhi-Haryana
border) -- since the Republic Day violence
that had left over 500 police personnel in-
jured and one protestor dead.

On January 26, breaking away from the
designated routes for a tractor parade, hun-
dreds of protestors clashed with police in
various points to lay siege to the Red Fort
and climb the flagpole.

While at the Singhu border, the epicenter
of the ongoing farmers' agitation, shipping
containers, iron rods between barriers and
cement slabs have been used to seal the
entry points, the tried-and-tested barbed
wires, stone boulders and iron nails have
been deployed at Tikri and Ghazipur bor-
ders to block people's entry into Delhi or to
the protest sites.

"The protest sites are looking like inter-
national borders. It is as if we have come
from Pakistan. On one hand, they (the gov-
ernment) want us to talk, and on the other
hand they are doing everything to de-link
us (from the city)," farmer leader Kulwant
Singh Sandhu told PTI.

"This shows the restlessness of the gov-
ernment," he said.

In addition to heavy-metal barricades

and concrete slabs, meas-
ures like digging trenches
and using DTC buses as
roadblocks have been de-
ployed at the said Delhi-
Uttar Pradesh and the
Delhi-Haryana borders.
Zambhoori Kisan Sabha
General Secretary
Sandhu claimed the bar-
ricading of national high-
ways and stopping the
movement of people and
vehicles is the authorities'
"strategy" to "irritate" the

common people and try to make them
stand against the protesting farmers.

"But the farmers won't budge," he said.
“No matter how much obstructions they
create in our path. They are stopping peo-
ple so that they get irritated and turn
against us." "They (the authorities) don't
know that the locals and people across the

At the Singhu border, the
epicenter of the ongoing
farmers' agitation, shipping
containers, iron rods
between barriers and
cement slabs have been
used to seal the entry
points, the tried-and-tested
barbed wires, stone
boulders and iron nails have
been deployed at Tikri and
Ghazipur borders to block
people's entry into Delhi or
to the protest sites.

country support our
movement. Sadly, the gov-
ernment has not learnt its
lesson from the Ghazipur
incident," he said.
Mandeep Singh (26),
who has been camping at
the Singhu border for the
past 15 days, echoed his
leader's sentiment and
said the show of force and
blocking the roads pose
problems for the locals,
not the protesting farm-
ers. "These multiple-bar-

riers cannot dampen our spirit or affect our
movement. We are following the instruc-
tions of our leaders, who have clearly told
us to stay put at our respective places. We
won't move ahead or take a step back. So,
ultimately it is the locals who have to face
trouble in commuting, not us," said Singh,
from Punjab's Ludhiana district.

Govt seals Rs 48,000-cr 'biggest’ Make in India

deal, to procure 83 Tejas LCA from HAL

Bengaluru

The government on Wednes-
day formally sealed the Rs
48,000 crore deal to procure 83
Tejas LCA from state-run aero-
space behemoth Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd, a deal de-
scribed by the government as
the 'biggest' Make in India de-
fence contract. The contract
was handed over by Director
General (Acquisition), Min-
istry of Defence, V L. Kantha
Rao to Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of HAL, R Madha-
van, at the inaugural
ceremony of Aero India-2021,
the country's premier Defence
and Aerospace show, here, in

Los Angeles

Hollywood veterans Ali

ment of 83 new indigenous
LCA (light combat aircraft)
Tejas MK1A from Indian Air
Force valued at more than Rs
48,000 crore."

"It is probably the biggest
Make in India Defence contract
till date," Singh said.

Tejas, manufactured by the
HAL, is a single engine and
highly agile multi-role super-

Security (CCS) chaired by
Narendra
Modi last month approved the
procurement of 73 Tejas Mk-TA
variant and 10 LCA Tejas MKk-I
trainer aircraft from the HAL
to boost IAF's combat prowess.

Singh had on Tuesday inau-
gurated HAL's second LCA-
Tejas production plant here,
and said Tejas is not only in-

Prime Minister

MacGraw and Ryan O'Neal,
the on-screen couple of the
1970 classic "Love Story",
will be honoured on the Hol-
lywood Walk of Fame in cel-
ebration of the 50th
anniversary of the film.

The official Twitter ac-
count of Hollywood Walk of
Fame, the famous sidewalk
known for immortalising
members of the entertain-
ment industry, made the an-
nouncement on Tuesday.

"Ali MacGraw & Ryan
O'Neal to be honored in vir-
tual double Walk of Fame
ceremony in celebration of
50th anniversary of film

Ali MacGraw, Ryan O'Neal to be
honoured on 'Love Story' 50th year

novel of the same name, the
film follows Oliver (O'Neal)
and Jennifer (MacGraw)
who come from two different
worlds.

Opposites attract, they fall
in love and marry against
the wishes of Oliver's family.
But their happiness is short
lived when they come to
know that Jennifer is termi-
nally ill.

The Walk of Fame event
will be live-streamed exclu-
sively on February 12 on all
social media platforms of
Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, which holds
trademark rights to the
Walk of Fame.

"Ali & Ryan's stars will be
next to each other, and next

MUMBAI

DILJIT DOSANJH RELEASES
NEW TRACK ON RIHANNA,
SUPPORTS FARMER
PROTEST

Mumbai

Punjabi singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh on Wednes-
day released his latest track dedicated to inter-
national pop star Rihanna, less than 24 hours
after she voiced her support to the ongoing farm-
ers agitation in the country.

The 2.16-minute-long Punjabi number draws
its title, 'RIRI (Rihanna)', from the Grammy-win-
ning artiste's nickname.

The audio track, which was released on
Dosanjh's YouTube channel around 1.30 pm, has
been penned by lyricist Raj Ranjodh, with music
by Intense.

The song acknowledges Rihanna's Caribbean
roots, with the opening lines describing the
singer as a "beautiful woman from Barbados"
with "shining, bright eyes" who "spreads
colours" all around her.

According to the lyrics, Dosanjh, 37, thanked
God for sending "this angel on earth", before fur-
ther expressing his wish to gift the singer a Pa-
tiala suit and jhaanjhar (pair of heavy anklets).

"All Punjabis are your fans, people are jealous
of your fanbase," he sings.

On Tuesday, Rihanna shared a CNN news ar-
ticle with her 100 million followers on Twitter,
calling out the internet shutdown at the protest
sites near Kaithal, Panipat, Jind, Rohtak,
Charkhi Dadri, Sonipat and Jhajjar districts in
Haryana. "Why aren't we talking about this?
#FarmersProtest," the 32-year-old singer wrote.

After Rihanna lent her support to farmers, in-
ternational names such as climate activist Greta
Thunberg and former adult star Mia Khalifa
also joined the discourse.

In December last year, Dosanjh, known for

"Udta Punjab" and "Good Newwz",
joined the farmers protests at
Delhi's Singhu border and
asked the demonstrators to be
patient and peaceful in their
agitation and requested the
government to accept their
demands.

RAMIN BAHRANITO
REUNITE WITH ARAVIND
ADIGA FOR 'AMNESTY"
ADAPTATION

Los Angeles
Director Ramin Bahrani is set to adapt the big
screen adaptation of "Amnesty", another Ar-
avind Adiga novel, for streaming platform Net-
flix. The project marks a reunion for Bahrani,
Adiga and Netflix, after "The White Tiger",
based on the Indian author's Man Booker Prize-

digenous, but it is also better
than its foreign equivalents on
several parameters, besides

sonic fighter aircraft capable
of operating in high-threat air
environments.

the presence of Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh.
"I am very happy that HAL

winning novel.
Set in Australia, "Amnesty" follows the story
of Danny, an illegal Sri Lankan migrant who

'Love Story' & Valentine's
Day," the tweet read.

to Ryan's star will be the of
his real life love Farrah Faw-

has got the orders for develop-

The Cabinet Committee on

being comparatively cheaper.

China reserve shows off 10 panda
cubs to mark Lunar New Year

Beijing

Ten panda cubs made their
public debut in China's lead-
ing panda reserve Wednes-
day morning to mark the
coming Lunar New Year.

One appeared shy and cov-
ered its face with both paws
when it saw the crowd, while
another went rogue and
crawled away from its keeper
before being caught.

The pandas range in age
from 4 to 6 months, and all
resulted from natural mat-
ing, according to the China
Conservation and Research
Center for Giant Panda in
southwest China's Sichuan

province.

The black-and-white fluff
balls made their appearance
in a playground at the center
adorned with Lunar New
Year's decorations including
lanterns, traditional Chinese
knots, paper cars and flags.

“Newborn baby pandas
from the class of 2020 ... wish
you a happy New Year and
lots of good luck in the Year
of the Ox,” their keepers
shouted with the pandas in
their arms, while some tried
to clamber away.

Bamboo baskets of treats
were prepared for the pan-
das, with the Chinese charac-
ter “fu,” meaning good

fortune and blessings,
written on the outside.

This mimicked the
Chinese tradition of
adults giving red en-
velopes with money in-
side to children during
the Lunar New Year to
pass them good wishes
and blessings.

Instead of money,
the baby pandas got
snacks. Some of them
were curious about
the baskets, while oth-
ers were distracted by the
toys and decorations nearby.

As of December, there
were 44 panda cubs world- its
wide, and more than half

were
China.

Based on Erich Segal's

cett," the tweet further said.

bred in

efforts to preserve a

for many years. Pan-

China has prided itself on das are also a symbol of
China and part of its cultural
species that was endangered diplomacy.

cleans houses and realises he has information
about the sudden murder of one of his employ-
ers. As he plays a cat-and-mouse game with the
suspected murderer, Danny agonises over
whether to contact the police and risk deporta-
tion. According to The Hollywood Reporter,
Bahrani will also direct and produce the film
adaptation of "Amnesty", latest novel by Adiga.

The American-Iranian director said he
"thrilled" to adapt the book to screen.

"I'm very grateful to partner with Netflix and
my lead creative producer, Bahareh Azimi, once
again. This novel gripped me from the first time
Aravind shared a rough draft with me five years
ago. I can't wait to bring it to the screen," he
added. Adiga said "Amnesty" is his "most per-
sonal novel" that has evolved in the course of
discussions with the filmmaker, his former flat-
mate in New York, over many years.

"I'm delighted that Ramin and Netflix are
bringing 'Amnesty' to life... It's my attempt to
dramatize the moral crisis at the center of the
story that is faced in various forms by immi-
grants around the world. I can't wait to see
Ramin's interpretation on Netflix," the author
said. Along with Bahareh Azimi for Noruz
Films, Ashok Amritraj will produce "Amnesty"
under Hyde Park Entertainment.





